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After 67 transcendent seasons with the Dodgers,  
Vin Scully bids broadcasting farewell   
BY JON WEISMAN

THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
HAS 
HAPPENED

The Greatest of All Time

V in Scully represents the 
closest we’ve come to 
stopping time. 

With each passing 
year from 1950 through 2016, the 
cherished Dodger broadcaster, the 
Midas of the microphone, has spun 
all his voice has touched into gold. 

In his words, the years fold into 
each other and reverse upon them-
selves. Often the present is pro-
logue, the engine for us to journey 
into history, whether directly to the 
glory days of 1950s Brooklyn or 
down a byway to the dusty roads of 
a player’s childhood. 

But the trip is not a trap. Vin (and 
we’re going to dispense with for-
mality to call him by his first name, 
as we would any member of the 
family) doesn’t leave us locked in 
a prison of nostalgia, where every-
thing old is pristinely superior and 
today’s news is the footnote. 
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He weaves us like thread through then 
and now, creating a unified canvas where 
each point is an equal part of the whole.

For 67 seasons, we have been blessed 
to travel time and space with Vin. He has 
made us all Peter Pan, boys and girls of all 
ages who won’t grow up, never grow up. 
We turn on his voice, and we soar on a ship 
to Neverland.

It’s a big boat. 
No one has taken more voyages into the 

world of baseball than Vin, let alone with 
such skill at the bridge. No broadcaster 
can claim his number of passengers, nor 
his record of service, mainly as a solo act, 
giving every single moment the impri-
matur of his voice — cumulatively, in the 
neighborhood of 2 million pitches. 

No one has the right to be more jaded 

or more cynical than Vin, but amazingly, 
no one has ever remained more capable of 
expressing wonder. No grownup has ever 
been better attuned to the child inside, 
electrifying the sheer joy in life itself, find-
ing equal glory in the ballet of the ballplay-
er on the field or in the chocolate-covered 
face of a child in the stands. 

With Vin, everything old is new again. 
There are no eras. He is the era. 

But the era ends now. In 2017, we begin 
Year 1 A.V. — After Vin.

It is up to us, from this point forward, to 
bear the torch he has held for so long, to 
preserve the memories, to keep the tales of 
Vin alive. 

Vin gave his professional life to becom-
ing a storyteller. We, the privileged who 
heard him for any of those 67 seasons, are 

The Greatest of All Time

At Dodgertown in Vero Beach during Spring Training, Vin Scully’s first broadcast partners with the 
Dodgers — Red Barber (left) and Connie Desmond (center) — stood with the newcomer, who was 
also seen in the Dodgers’ 1951 Yearbook. Not long after, Vin raced Jackie Robinson on ice skates. 
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the storytellers now. We have to be. 
We’ll share all his memories …
Listening to football games underneath 

the big radio in his childhood home. Writ-
ing his composition to the nuns at age 8 
about how much he wanted to be grow up 
to be a sportscaster. 

Working the Boston-Maryland foot-
ball game from a freezing Fenway Park 
rooftop in 1949. Joining the Dodgers as a 
ripe 22-year-old, under the mentorship of 
Red Barber. Ice-skating with Jackie Rob-
inson and gaining insight into his great-
ness. Calling the first World Series title for 
Brooklyn in 1955, then the Don Larsen per-
fect game in ’56. 

Moving to Los Angeles, just in time to tell 
us “We go to Chicago” for the 1959 World 
Series. Turning the transistor radio into 
the smartphone of its day, so that he could 
interactively guide us into surprising an 
umpire with a “Happy Birthday” serenade. 
Capturing every Maury Wills steal, remind-
ing us “It’s 9:46 p.m.” during the pinnacle 
performance of Sandy Koufax, marveling at 
Don Drysdale’s scoreless streak. 

Maturing in the 1970s as the Dodgers re-
invented themselves with the most stable 
infield baseball will never see again, mov-
ing forward amid the shouts of the team’s 
cheerleader-manager. Taking his talents 
across country and across sports (golf, 
football) on national broadcasts. 

Remember the time when Vin first laid 
words on Fernando Valenzuela as his eyes 
tilted toward the sky, as Hideo Nomo twist-
ed into his tornado windup, as Clayton 
Kershaw’s “Public Enemy No. 1” dipped 
from the heavens. Remember how the 
86-year-old broadcaster’s jaw dropped and 
voice boomed at the sight of the 22-year-
old who escaped his homeland: ‘Que viva 
Cuba! Viva Puig!’ 

The Greatest of All Time

In 1959, Vin interviewed 
World Series MVP Larry 
Sherry. Former Dodger 
owner Walter O’Malley was 
a big supporter of Scully, who 
worked with Jerry Doggett 
(below) for 32 seasons.
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Remember the moments down the 
stretch, when Vin would have the Dodg-
ers on the field in front of him and their 
top rivals on his monitor beside him, and 
he would call two games at once? Re-
member the years when the Dodgers had 
dropped out of the pennant race, how he 
would keep us entertained, keeping the 
games vital?

Remember waiting each year for him to 
confirm his return to the Dodgers for one 
more year, God willing. And remember … 
when he finally said … that there would be 
no more next years.

And we wonder, what now?
When a special moment took place on 

the field, and the crowd would erupt in a 
roar — the roar that first made him fall in 
love with sports, eight decades ago — Vin 
would stop talking. He would be silent.

“There’s no way to improve upon the 
picture,” he would finally return to say. 

And then he’d come back the next day, 
telling the story, telling all the stories. 

Long after his physical presence leaves 
the booth, we’ll still hear the echoes, invit-
ing us to pull up a chair, giving a shoutout 
to a player’s Marching and Chowder So-
ciety, calling a breeze a “zephyr.” The mo-
ment the count on a hitter goes to 2-2 with 
two out, we’ll hear him say it without him 
even saying it, “Deuces wild.”

We’ll hear the echoes. We’ll remember 
the silences. 

We’ll return to the story, again and 
again, of how the man who made time 
stop graced us with his presence, and how 
thankful we are to have been there.

PHOTOS: JON SOOHOO (TOP RIGHT), JILL WEISLEDER (BOTTOM)

The Greatest of All Time

Vin has been showered with 
affection countless times: in 
2008 before the Dodgers’ 
historic exhibition game at 
the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum, in 2014 with Sandy 
Koufax on Opening Day  
and on this year’s Dodger 
Photo Day.
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