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One of the most iconic moments in 
NFL postseason history was ac-
companied by an iconic call. 

“Montana looking, looking, throwing 
in the end zone … Clark caught it! Dwight 
Clark! It’s a madhouse at Candlestick with 
51 seconds left.”

Vin Scully’s legend grew in the broad-
cast booths of baseball stadiums. But the 
entire story cannot be told without men-
tion of his contributions to other sports 
and entertainment.

Between 1975 and 1982, Vin was a play-
by-play man for the NFL on CBS, and on 
January 10, 1982, he delivered the call for 
the game-winning touchdown from Joe 
Montana to Clark in the NFC Champion-
ship Game — the play historically 
recognized as “The Catch.”

The moment harkened to Vin’s 
professional broadcasting debut. 
On November 12, 1949, he did play-
by-play at Fenway Park for the Bos-
ton University-Maryland college 
football game.

Vin was also the voice of golf. 
From ’75 to ’82, he broadcasted golf’s most 
prized tournament — The Masters — on CBS. 
From ’83 to ’89, he and legendary golfer Lee 
Trevino served as NBC’s main golf team.

Over the years, his 
presence made its way 
onto television shows 
and feature films. Many 
times it was Vin’s voice 
gently blanketing a 
baseball game, such as 
in 1963 on an episode 

of “Mister Ed.” He served 

as the narrator for 
the 1966-67 NBC 
scripted comedy “Oc-
casional Wife.” 

With “Bewitched” 
star Elizabeth Montgomery 
in 1967, he hosted ABC’s 
coverage of the Rose Parade 
(for which he served as grand marshal in 
2014.) Vin also hosted a game show from 
1969 to 1970 called “It Takes Two” and a 
talk show in 1973 called “The Vin Scully 
Show,” among other projects.

On the big screen, Vin narrated the 
prologue of the 1966 Frankie Avalon and 
Annette Funicello film “Fireball 500.” His 
meatiest role, though, was the 1999 Kevin 

Costner baseball movie “For 
Love of the Game,” where he 
played himself broadcasting 
the game of Costner’s charac-
ter and veteran pitcher Billy 
Chapel’s life.

But there’s one more con-
tribution that must be men-
tioned, even if Vin wasn’t on 

the show. He was the inspiration for the 
character of the same name (played by 
Gillian Anderson) on “The X-Files.” 

“Vin Scully was always the voice of 
God,” Chris Carter, the show’s creator, told 
CNN in 1998. “When I was growing up, my 
mom would fall asleep with Vin Scully in 
her ear on the pillow. I can hear him right 
now. During Sandy Koufax’s perfect game 
against the Chicago Cubs. I can hear his 
voice, and I named Scully after him. I’ve 
never been able to tell him that. I’m sure 
he knows now.”
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Vin the 
game show 
host …

… and with 
Elizabeth 
Montgomery.

Vin monkeying 
around on TV.


