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Every Dodger fan is targeting the 
World Series, but you can’t get there 
without some regular-season magic. 

The Dodgers have seen plenty in their 59 
Southern California seasons, both in their 
favor and against them. 

For good and for bad, here are the ups 
and downs, the highs and lows — the 20 
biggest regular-season moments in Los 
Angeles Dodger history.

�SEPTEMBER 29, 1959:  
DODGERS 6, BRAVES 5 (12)
The Dodgers and Milwaukee Braves each 
won their games on the final day of the 
154-game season, finishing with identical 
86-68 records. That forced a best-of-three 
playoff series that counted as part of the 
regular season. Unlike eight years earlier, 
when Brooklyn fell victim to New York Gi-
ant third baseman Bobby Thomson’s “Shot 
Heard ’Round the World,” Los Angeles 
wrote a happy ending.  

After Larry Sherry’s 7 2/3 innings of 
shutout relief allowed the Dodgers to win 
the first extra game, Carl Furillo drove in 
the tying score in a three-run bottom of 
the ninth and the winning run (with the 
aid of an error) in the bottom of the 12th 
to send the Dodgers to the World Series 
against the White Sox. 
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ALL-TIME TURNING POINTS
The 20 most pivotal regular-season moments in Los Angeles 
Dodger history   BY JON WEISMAN

�OCTOBER 3, 1962:  
GIANTS 6, DODGERS 4
Three years later came another regular-
season playoff. Los Angeles lost six of its 
final seven scheduled games to fall into a first-
place tie with San Francisco, and then the first 
game of the three-game tiebreaker. Having 
been shut out for 35 consecutive innings, the 
Dodgers exploded for seven runs in the sixth 
inning of an 8-7 win on October 2, forcing a 
winner-take-all game for the NL pennant. 

With Maury Wills’ four hits and three 
steals, Los Angeles took a 4-2 lead into the 
ninth inning, but the Giants scored four runs 
off a worn-down Dodger pitching staff to 
snag the flag. 

�SEPTEMBER 18, 1963:  
DODGERS 6, CARDINALS 5 (13)
You simply can’t talk about indispensable 
Dodger moments without talking about 
Dick Nen. In his first Major League game, 
the 24-year-old’s ninth-inning home run 
completed a Dodger comeback from a 6-2 
deficit at St. Louis, paving the way for an 
extra-inning victory. 

Ron Perranoski was the 
unsung hero with six in-
nings of shutout relief. In-
stead of leading second- 
place St. Louis by two 
games with nine to play, 
Los Angeles boosted its 
NL lead to four. 
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�SEPTEMBER 11, 1966:  
DODGERS 1, ASTROS 0 (10)
A 12-inning loss to the Giants left the 
Dodgers 1½ games behind Pittsburgh in 
the NL race entering a four-game series 
against the Astros. Within the next 72 
hours, the Dodgers would pitch four shut-
outs, winning two of them by 1-0 scores, in-
cluding the second game of the September 
11 doubleheader. 

In that series finale, a seventh-inning 
single by John Roseboro brought home 
the winning run to support the combined 
efforts of pitchers Joe Moeller, Bob Miller 
and Phil Regan. In the process, Los An-
geles moved a game ahead of the Pirates 
into first place, where the Dodgers would 
remain for the rest of the season.

�OCTOBER 2, 1965:  
DODGERS 3, BRAVES 1
Sandy Koufax struck out 13 in a two-hit 
shutout September 29, putting the Dodgers 
two games ahead of the Giants with four 
games left in the season. He wasn’t done 
yet. With the Dodgers still needing a victory 
to clinch the pennant — despite just having 
completed a 13-game winning streak — the 
phenomenal lefty came back on two days’ 
rest and struck out 13 again. 

Los Angeles scored its three runs despite 
having only two hits (both by Jim Lefebvre), 
thanks in no small part to bases-loaded 
walks by John Roseboro and Koufax. “I 
was tired from the fifth inning on — my legs 
more than anything else — but we had to win 
today,” Koufax said afterward. 

SEPTEMBER 17, 1971: BRAVES 3, DODGERS 2 (11)
Trailing the Giants by eight games in the NL West with 22 to play, 
the Dodgers went on an eight-game winning streak, culminating 
with a three-run double by Manny Mota in the ninth September 
14 at Candlestick Park for a 6-5 victory that cut the deficit to a 
single game. But with San Francisco in the midst of a seven-game 
losing skid, Los Angeles couldn’t complete the comeback. 

The Dodgers were swept at home in a two-game series by last-
place San Diego, and then, most painfully of all in this game, al-
lowed Atlanta’s Mike Lum to hit a game-tying homer in the ninth 
and a game-winning homer in the 11th. 
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�SEPTEMBER 15, 1974:  
DODGERS 7, REDS 1
For most of ’74, the Dodgers dominated the 
NL West, leading by as many as 10½ games. 
But a late-season decline, underscored by 
two straight losses to second-place Cincin-
nati in mid-September, reduced the margin 
to 1½ games. 

Taking a slim 2-1 lead into the bottom 
of the seventh inning in the series finale, 
the Dodgers stopped the slide with back-
to-back homers by Jimmy Wynn (a grand 
slam) and Steve Garvey and won the divi-
sion going away. 

�OCTOBER 3, 1980:  
DODGERS 3, ASTROS 2 (10)
After a one-run loss 
to San Francisco on 
October 2, Los An-
geles trailed Hous-
ton in the NL West 
by three games with 
three to play. The 
Astros came to town, 
and the Dodgers wouldn’t say die — not 
even down by a run in the bottom of the 
ninth of the first game.  

After Cey’s RBI single with two out in 
the ninth tied the score, a walkoff homer 
by Joe Ferguson in the 10th propelled the 
Dodgers toward a three-game sweep that 
would force a tiebreaker contest. Teenage 
lefty Fernando Valenzuela pitched two 
shutout innings before Ferguson’s homer 
and was credited with the win. 

�SEPTEMBER 3, 1973:  
GIANTS 11, DODGERS 8
Thank goodness Twitter wasn’t around in 
1973, because this game would have broken 
it. A spunky Dodger team, which that summer 
gave birth to the Steve Garvey-Davey 
Lopes-Bill Russell-Ron Cey infield, led the 
NL West by four games on August 30. But 
the Dodgers never recovered from an eight-
game losing streak, which included this rock-
bottom loss.  

Trailing 8-1 heading into the bottom of the 
seventh inning, San Francisco scored six runs 
to pull within one. In the bottom of the ninth, 
Gary Thomasson walked. Dave Rader and 
Mike Sadek each laid down sacrifice bunts — 
and each reached base on fielders’ choices. 
Bobby Bonds followed with a game-winning 
grand slam. The Dodgers surrendered sole 
possession of first place that night, never to 
get it back that year. 
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�JUNE 10, 1981:  
DODGERS 4, CARDINALS 1
It’s the least memorable game on this list. 
Nothing wrong with it from a Dodger per-
spective: Every Dodger starter had a hit, 
and Jerry Reuss pitched a complete-game 
three-hitter. But the significance was that 
it gave the Dodgers a 1½ game-lead in 
the NL West, two days before the Major 
League Baseball Players Association went 
on strike. 

When the labor dispute ended nearly 
two months later, baseball officials decid-
ed to break the season into halves, 
with the first-half champion 
playing the second-half 
champion in the first NL 
Division Series. 
Essentially, with 
this modest vic-
tory, the Dodgers 
had clinched a playoff 
spot in June. 
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�AUGUST 13, 1988:  
DODGERS 2, GIANTS 1 (11)
With a 5-10 record in their previous 15 
games, the Dodgers saw their once-com-
fortable NL West lead reduced to 1½ games 
over Houston. In the bottom of the 11th 
inning, Pedro Guerrero singled, but was 
ejected (along with Tommy Lasorda) for ar-
guing a non-balk call. Moments later, Mike 
Davis — the last position player available to 
the Dodgers off the bench, was ejected from 
the dugout for disputing a different play. 

As a result, with the winning run on 
third base and two out, the Dodgers had 
to send up pitcher Tim Leary to pinch-hit. 
Before a near-bedlam Dodger Stadium 
crowd, Leary lined a sharp single up the 
middle for the walkoff victory.

�SEPTEMBER 11, 1983:  
DODGERS 7, BRAVES 6
An incredible game ended in incredible 
fashion. Again, the Dodgers and Braves 
were dueling for the division title. Heading 
into the bottom of the ninth at Los Ange-
les with a three-run lead, Atlanta was three 
outs away from cutting the Dodgers’ divi-
sion margin to a single game.  

Beginning with a pinch-hit double by 
Jose Morales, the Dodgers loaded the 
bases. Pedro Guerrero walked to force in 
one run. Mike Marshall doubled in two 
to tie the game. The Braves walked Greg 
Brock intentionally to face R.J. Reynolds, 
who was making only the fifth start of his 
career. But to the astonishment of every-
one at Dodger Stadium, Reynolds laid 
down a perfect squeeze to bring in the 
winning run, and the Dodgers went on to 
win the NL West. 

�OCTOBER 3, 1982: GIANTS 5, DODGERS 3 
Joe Morgan. For a new generation of Los Angeles Dodger fans, that 
name was what Bobby Thomson’s was in Brooklyn. A wild year — one in 
which the Dodgers had erased a 10½-game deficit to Atlanta — came down 
to the seventh inning at San Francisco on the final day of the season. 

In a tie game with two runners on, Terry Forster was asked to keep 
the Dodgers breathing. To that point, the southpaw hadn’t allowed a 
homer to a left-handed batter all year. But Morgan ripped a 1-2 slider 
over the right-field fence for a go-ahead home run that would knock the 
Dodgers out of a potential tiebreaker game for the division title.
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�SEPTEMBER 18, 1997:  
GIANTS 6, DODGERS 5 (12)
Rallying from a 5-1 
deficit, the Dodg-
ers sent this pivot-
al game into extra 
innings, thanks to 
pairs of runs in the 
sixth and seventh. 
Los Angeles then 
loaded the bases 
with none out in 
the top of the 10th, 
but Todd Zeile 
struck out and Ed-
die Murray hit into 
a double play. 

The Dodgers paid for that lost opportu-
nity in the bottom of the 12th, when Brian 
Johnson homered off Mark Guthrie to win 
the game — deadlocking the two teams 
at the top of the NL West. San Francisco 
would go on to win the division. If not for 
this loss, the Dodgers would have matched 
the Giants with 89 wins. 

�SEPTEMBER 29, 1996:  
PADRES 2, DODGERS 0 (11) 
Leading the Padres in the NL West by two 
games with three remaining, Los Angeles 
needed but a single win in its season-ending 
three-game series to clinch the division. But 
the Dodgers went into extra innings on the 
final day, still looking for that elusive victory. 

In the top of the 11th, Chris Gwynn broke 
the 0-0 tie with a game-winning, two-run 
double off Chan Ho Park. The Dodgers still 
made the postseason as the NL wild card, but 
were swept in the NLDS by Atlanta. 

�OCTOBER 2, 2004: DODGERS 7, GIANTS 3
The Dodgers never won a division 
quite like this. On the penultimate 
day of the regular season, San Fran-
cisco was three outs away from ty-
ing Los Angeles atop the NL West, 
taking a 3-0 lead into the bottom of 
the ninth. Hee-Seop Choi’s bases-
loaded, pinch-hit walk got the Dodg-
ers on the scoreboard. Cesar Izturis 
reached base on a Cody Ransom er-
ror for the second run. Jayson Werth 
singled to right for the third run.

Needing one RBI for the win, 
Steve Finley went three better. He 
swung, dropped his bat and threw 
his arms in the air, sending a grand 
slam over the right-field fence to 
vanquish the Giants. 
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�JULY 23, 2013:  
DODGERS 10, BLUE JAYS 9
Nearly buried at the bottom of the NL West 
with a 30-42 record on June 21, the Dodgers 
won 21 of their next 26 games to take over 
first place. However, with Los Angeles trail-
ing by an 8-3 score heading into the seventh 
inning at Toronto, it looked like the Dodgers’ 
division lead would only last one night.  

But after scoring three runs in the sev-
enth, Adrián González’s two-run homer in 
the eighth tied the game, and a solo shot 
by Andre Ethier two batters later put the 
Dodgers ahead. Overall, the Dodgers would 
win 42 out of 50 games for a commanding 
advantage in the NL West. 

�SEPTEMBER 18, 2006:  
DODGERS 11, PADRES 10 (10) 
This reigns as the greatest game ever at 
Dodger Stadium, with no small footnote (“I 
almost forgot to tell you — the Dodgers are 
in first place,” said Vin Scully afterward). 
San Diego led, 9-5, heading into the bottom 
of the ninth. Just like that: Jeff Kent homered. 
J.D. Drew homered. Russell Martin homered. 
Marlon Anderson homered. Are you serious? 
Not since 1964 had four consecutive batters 
had left the yard, and the moment couldn’t 
have been more timely.  

Still, the night was poised to end in Dodger 
defeat after the Padres pushed a run across in 
the top of the 10th. But after Kenny Lofton’s 
walk, Nomar Garciaparra hit a two-run blast 
to left that would forever etch “The 4+1 Game” 
atop Dodger Stadium’s storied history. 

�AUGUST 31, 2015:  
DODGERS 5, GIANTS 4 (14) 
San Francisco came to Los Angeles needing 
to sweep the three-game series to move into 
first place in the division. The teams began 
with a 14-inning contest that started in August 
and ended (after midnight) in September. As 
the calendar flipped, the Dodgers and Giants 
played for 329 minutes.   

Kenley Jansen, Jim Johnson and Chris 
Hatcher held the Giants at bay for the final six 
innings, long enough for Adrián González 
to hit an RBI single to win the game — and 
send the Dodgers toward a sweep of their 
own that put the NL West in hand. 

�SEPTEMBER 13, 2014:  
DODGERS 17, GIANTS 0
It almost never fails that the Dodgers’ 
games at San Francisco are nail-biting af-
fairs, and with a one-game lead in the NL 
West, this one figured to be no different. 

Instead, the Dodg-
ers absolutely de-
stroyed the Giants 
behind 24 hits and 
three home runs — 
one by Zack Greinke 
— for the most domi-
nant win by either 
team in the history of 
the storied rivalry. 
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