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He said “when.”
Not “if.”
And he realized that he chose 

one word over the other.
Stopped for a second and prodded 

about his word choice, the Dodgers’ No. 15 
prospect had a response.

“I am going to make my Major League 
debut,” said Double-A Tulsa Drillers sec-
ond baseman Willie Calhoun. “It’s just a 
matter of when I will.”

This is the same guy who walked up to 
Dodger president of baseball operations 
Andrew Friedman at his pre-draft workout 
last spring and told him he was going to 
put on a laser show.

Calhoun had an extraordinary 2015 — all 
5 feet and 7 inches of him. He led the na-
tion in home runs by a community college 
player with 31 at Arizona’s Yavapai College. 
Then he hit 11 more in 73 minor league 
games after the Dodgers selected him in 
the fourth round of the MLB Draft. Calhoun 
breezed through the Rookie and Low-A lev-
els of the minor leagues in two months. 

After a slow first month in 2016, Cal-
houn became one of the organization’s 
hottest hitters in May. He was named the 
Texas League Player of the Week on May 
30, and he OPSed .875 with five homers in 
the month.

And the biggest factor in all of that suc-
cess? You guessed it — size — as in sizable 
confidence.

“It’s something I always grew up with,” 
said the 21-year-old native of Vallejo in 
Northern California. “It’s something my 

dad preached to me. I’m not the biggest 
guy on the field. I’m really the smallest guy 
on the field. I have to play twice as hard 
as the biggest guy and prove myself more. 
Growing up and having all those obstacles 
to get to where I am today really gave me 
the confidence to be the person I am.”

Though he said he was the smallest 
player on his team when he reached high 
school, Calhoun was one of the most pow-
erful, because from an early age, his father, 
Willie Calhoun, Sr., had him swing a heavy 
bat. Calhoun said as a freshman in high 
school, he was 130 pounds, but he swung a 
35-inch/34-ounce bat. 

Swinging that big piece of lumber gave 
him quick wrists, and by the time he grad-
uated high school in 2013, he was a Uni-
versity of Arizona commit, a 17th-round 
pick of the Tampa Bay Rays and the 150th-
ranked prep player in the nation by show-
case and scouting service Perfect Game.
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C IS FOR 
CONFIDENCE
Dodger prospect Willie Calhoun: 
Small of stature, big of dreams  
BY CARY OSBORNE

In his first 121 games as a pro, Willie 
Calhoun hit 18 homers and OPSed .862.
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Calhoun played one year at Arizona 
(2014) and hit .247/.345/.301 with no 
homers in 146 at-bats. He transferred to 
Yavapai and batted .432/.520/.952 — ob-
viously against lesser competition than 
what he saw at the NCAA Division I level. 

People questioned the value of those 
community college stats, but pre-draft 
skepticism was just kerosene to Calhoun, 
and he lights up when someone suggests 
he can’t succeed.

“I will never make a Major League roster,” 
Calhoun began the list of things he’s been 
told. “I’ll never hit for power and average. 
I’ll be a one-dimensional guy. I’m too slow. I 
don’t have the hands to play. I’ve been told 
everything. That the bat’s going to swing 
me. That I’m not a good defender.”

Calhoun stole two bases in his first 115 

pro games. But that’s not his game. He 
made 18 errors at second base in 2015, but 
he said any doubt about his ability to play 
the position is only a result of his being 
moved from second to the outfield for col-
lege. He said he just needs more reps at 
the position.

“It makes me want to do it more just to 
prove everybody who said I can’t do some-
thing that you can do anything you put 
your mind to,” he said.

Calhoun said he was fully aware who 
Friedman was when he prepared him for 
his pre-draft workout. He recalled hitting 
eight balls over the fence out of approxi-
mately the 20 pitches he saw.

“It’s not out of cockiness,” Calhoun said. 
“It’s just that I’m a very confident guy, and 
when I said ‘I’m going to put on a laser 
show,’ I was self-confident with myself and 
able to prove myself and back my word up.”

After signing with the Dodgers in June, 
Calhoun hit the ground running. In 323 
plate appearances in his first pro season, 
he OPSed .909. But he thinks he’s capable 
of more. Since joining the Dodger orga-
nization, he’s taken to weight training. In 
less than a year, he increased his dead lift 
150 pounds. 

In his first 13 games this season, play-
ing at the Double-A level for the first time, 
he batted .216/.245/.255 with no homers. In 
his next 29 games, he batted .280./345/.523 
with five homers. On May 23, he went 4 for 
4 with two doubles.

“I transitioned perfectly fine (to pro ball 
last season), but now in Double-A, I’m 
starting to see a difference,” he said. “It’s 
something I embrace, because I like the 
competition and I like the challenge.”

As to when he’ll be ready for the big 
leagues, Calhoun said he already has a 
time in mind.

“I say I’ll be ready probably by Septem-
ber,” he said.

Ambitious a little?
No. Just confident.
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Calhoun hit .284/.345/.529 
in May for Double-A Tulsa.


