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Recent first-round picks in the MLB 
Draft are making some of the big-
gest impact in the game. You know 

the names — top-three overall picks like 
Bryce Harper, Manny Machado, Gerrit 
Cole, Carlos Correa, Kris Bryant.  

But it’s not only the very top picks. Mid-
first-rounders (Chris Sale, Jose Fernandez 
and the Dodgers’ own Corey Seager) and 
late ones (Noah Syndergaard, Nick Castel-
lanos and Jackie Bradley Jr.) are making 
big impressions. 

With that said, the Dodgers are looking at 
one of their most significant drafts in a de-
cade. As in 2006, when they had three first-
round picks and used the first on Clayton 
Kershaw, the Dodgers again have a trio of 
selections — Nos. 20, 32 and 36 — for the first 
round of the draft June 9. 

And though they don’t have a pick as 
high as where Kershaw was taken at sev-

enth overall, and the MLB draft is an an-
nual study in volatility, the potential is 
considerable.

“I just know it’s really important,” said 
a critical voice in the Dodgers’ amateur 
draft, director of amateur scouting Billy 
Gasparino. “Especially these last few 
weeks, we’ve worked so hard and we’re in 
really good shape. You just try and close it 
out and make good decisions.”

Gasparino said there’s a general thought 
in the sport that draftees are impacting big 
league clubs quicker. College players are 
more elite, he said, and high school players 
are more advanced — having grown more 
comfortable with wood bats, being better 
trained and having nutrition tailored to 
making them better athletes. 

Additionally, the abundance of informa-
tion on all amateurs has allowed scouts to 
know the players better. That combination, 
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The Dodgers get three tries in the first round to make the 2016 draft a hit   
BY CARY OSBORNE

Billy Gasparino, Farhan 
Zaidi and Andrew Friedman 
gather in the Dodgers’ draft 
headquarters in June 2015.
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Gasparino reasoned, factors into these 
young players not only reaching the big 
leagues but becoming star-level players 
more quickly.

Though the cream of the crop is at the 
top of the first round and the talent di-
minishes as the round progresses, recent 
history also shows that a small number of 
players in the second half of the first round 
— where the Dodgers tend to pick because 
of their annual success at the big-league 
level — has also proven to be elite quality. 

FIRST-ROUND HITS AND MISSES
Just how valuable are first-rounders com-
pared to the rest of the draft?

In 2015, 15 of the top 25 Major League 
players in WAR were former first-round 
picks. And as the accompanying chart 
of 2006-10 draftees shows, first-rounders 
dominate compared to the rest of the 
top-10 rounds. Notice that first-rounders’ 
collective WAR is more than three times 
higher than that of second-rounders. 

The Dodgers have picked in the top 10 
of the draft one time this 
century — the Kershaw 
pick. Since 2007, the 
highest they’ve selected 
is 15th (Ethan Martin, 
2008). But the second 
half of the first round can 
be fertile territory.

Take 2010 to 2012. That 
neighborhood included 
Christian Yelich (23rd 
overall, 2010), Joe Panik 
(29th in 2011) and Marcus 
Stroman (22nd, 2012), not 
to mention supplemen-

Drafted in the first round (18th overall) in 2012, Corey Seager had 11 homers and 20 doubles in 
his first 300 big-league plate appearances.

TAKE IT FROM THE TOP  

Results from the 2006-10 MLB drafts  
ROUND DRAFTEES WHO MADE MAJORS COLLECTIVE WAR
 1 67.6% 825.4
 2 48.7% 249.4
 3 43.4% 119.7
 4 30.7% 94.7
 5 36.0% 110.4
 6 27.3% 38.6
 7 20.0% 71.0
 8 18.7% 75.4
 9 20.7% 45.2
 10 20.7% 65.6
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tal first-round picks Synder-
gaard (38th, 2010) and Brad-
ley Jr. (40th, 2011). 

The Dodgers hit paydirt 
themselves with when they 
landed Seager in 2013 with 
the 18th pick. They, like every 
other MLB team, have also 
missed in the first round, re-
flecting how tough it is to get 
a hit every time up. 

Only half of Major League 
Baseball’s 30 teams have 
selected a player in the past 
10 drafts who has gone on 
to put up at least 10.0 wins 
above replacement (WAR) for that team. 
Kershaw is the Dodgers’ one such player. 

Merely five teams have had at least two 
players give them a 10 WAR — Tampa Bay 
(David Price and Evan Longoria), Wash-
ington (Harper and Stephen Strasburg), 
Baltimore (Machado and Matt Wieters), 
Cincinnati (Mike Leake and Todd Fra-
zier) and San Francisco, which has had 
three (Buster Posey, Madison Bumgarner 
and Tim Lincecum).

So not landing a Yelich, Panik or Stro-

man — who, though it’s early, 
appear to be on pace to be-
coming 10-WAR players — is 
fairly typical. And getting a 
Seager — potentially a fran-
chise shortstop — is atypical. 

But Gasparino also of-
fers this reminder: A draft 
pick doesn’t have to be a 
10-WAR player to be suc-
cessful. It could be a 1-WAR 
player over the course of his 
career who contributed to a 
big-league ball club on an 
annual basis.

The Dodgers heavily 
scout potential first-rounders as well as 
players much further down the prospect 
line. But mental energy spent, Gasparino 
said, has almost been two-to-one on poten-
tial first-rounders. 

With their trio of opening-round picks, 
multiply the intensity. 

“We’re definitely feeling like (we) don’t 
know how many opportunities we’ll have 
to have three picks like this,” Gasparino 
said. “This is a rare opportunity you want 
to succeed with.”
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Clayton Kershaw, who 
signed with the Dodgers in 

2006, already has more 
Wins Above Replacement 

than any player selected by 
the Dodgers since the MLB 

draft began in 1965.
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